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Medical Decision Making Component


A




B



Number of Diagnoses or Treatment Options




Amount and/or Complexity of Data for Review



Problems to Examine
Number X
Points =
Results

Data to be Reviewed

Points

Self-limited or minor (stable, improved or worsening)
Max=2
1


Review &/or order of clinical lab tests

1

Est. problem (to examiner); stable, 

improved

1


Review &/or order of tests in the radiology section of CPT

1

Est. problem (to examiner); worsening

2


Review &/or order of tests in the medical section of CPT

1

New problem (to examiner); no add'l workup planned
Max=1
3


Discussion of test results w/performing physician

1

New problem (to examiner);add'l work

up planned

4


Decision to obtain old records &/or obtain history from someone other than patient

1



TOTAL


Review & summarization of old records &/or obtaining history from someone other than patient &/or discussion of case w/ another health care professional

2






Independent visualization of image, tracing, or specimen itself (not simply review of report

2






TOTAL








C




Risk of Complications and/or Morbidity or Mortality




Level of Risk
Presenting Problem(s)
Diagnostic Procedures(s) Ordered
Management Options

Minimal
{1} minor problem  
Venipuncture lab work, chest x-rays, EKG / EEG, urinalysis, Ultrasound
Rest, gargles, superficial dressings

Low
{2 or more} minor problems; {1} stable chronic problem; Acute uncomplicated illness  
Physiologic tests -no stress;Non cardiac imaging;superficial needle biopsies; arterial lab work; skin biopsies
OTC drugs, minor surgery-no ID of risk factors, PT/OT, IV fluids w/o additives

Moderate
{1 or more} chronic-mild progression;{2 or more} stable chronic; undiagnosed new problem-unknown prognosis;Acute systemic illness symptoms; Acute complicated injury 
Physiologic tests under stress;endoscopies w/o ID of risk factors;deep needle biopsy;Cardio imaging w/contrast & w/o ID of risk factors; Obtain fluid from body cavity.
Minor surgery-identified risks; elective major surgery-no ID of risk factors; Prescription treatment; Nuclear med tx, IV's w/additives;closed tx of fx/dislocation

High
{1 or more} chronic-severe exacerbation, progression;acute/chronic illnesses-life threatening; abrupt neurologic change
Cardio imaging w/contrast and ID  risk factors; Endoscopies w/ID risk factors; Discography
Elective major surgery w/ID of risk factors;Emergency surgery; parenteral controlled medications, Rx drugs-monitor for toxicity; Decision to not resuscitate/decrease care because of prognosis








Medical Decision Making Chart






A
Number of Diagnoses
< 1 Minimal
2         Low
3      Multiple
>4 Extensive

B
Amount & Complexity of Data
< 1 Low or minimal
2       Limited
3     Moderate
> 4 Extensive

C
Risk of Complications
Minimal
Low
Moderate
High

Type of Decision Making

Straight-forward
Low Complex
Moderate Complex
High Complex

Column with 2 or 3 circles OR column with the center circle decides the level of Medical Decision Making

Level of Medical Decision Making Component:_______________________
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