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What is the Coastal Zone Management Act?  

The Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) is the Federal governmentôs 

primary tool for fostering comprehensive management of our nationôs 

coastal resources. The main objective of the CZMA is to "preserve,  

protect, develop, and where possible, to restore or enhance the resources 

of the nation's coastal zone." As a voluntary partnership between the  

Federal government and U.S. coastal states and territories, the CZMA 

gives states the flexibility to design programs that accommodate their 

unique challenges and legal frameworks.   

Who is responsible for the CZMA?  

At the Federal level, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-

tion (NOAA) is responsible for the interpretation of the CZMA. Specifi-

cally, the Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) 

oversees the application of the Federal consistency provision; provides 

management and legal assistance to coastal states, Federal  agencies, 

tribes and others; and mediates CZMA related disputes. Each State with  

a coastal zone must develop a Coastal Zone Management Plan (CZMP). 

Do HRSA projects have to comply with the CZMA?  

The Federal consistency provision requires Federal agency-supported development activities that have foreseeable  

effects on resources to be consistent, to the maximum extent practicable, with enforceable policies of State coastal  

management programs approved by NOAA. Federally funded activities, including grants, must be fully consistent with 

these policies. 

If a HRSA grantee's project is located withinðor will affect the coastal zoneðit must ensure that the project is  

consistent with the Stateôs CZMP. The State then concurs with or objects to this consistency determination.  
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